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KINDERGARTEN

MS. MARINO (slightly disheveled, zany outfit) leads
MRS. AVERY (hair pulled back tight, skirt suit, clip
board) into a kindergarten classroom.

MS. MARINO
Welcome to my humble little classroom. Have you visited
schools like ours before?

MRS. AVERY
As a matter of fact, this is the first Beccorini School I've
reviewed for state funding accredidation. And if I'm being
honest, I had no idea what it would look like given your
notoriously, progressive, teaching philosophies.

MS. MARINO
It's true; the things we do differently here at the Beccorini
Academy may be surprising at first. But I promise you, once
you let go of your pre-conceived notions you'll appreciate
our system and wish all state funding went to schools like
ours!

HENRY (6 y/o) walks up.

MS. MARINO
Here's one of our brilliant young students now. How are you
doing today, Henry?

HENRY
Fucking terrible. I was playing with a GI Joe and Nicky came
over and just took it from me. She's such an entitled bitch.

MRS. AVERY looks appalled. She scribbles furiously on
her clipboard.

MS. MARINO
Thank you for coming to me first. I'll have a talk with her
in a minute. Run along and play with something else for now.

HENRY runs off.

MRS. AVERY
My goodness, is that a problem-child?

MS. MARINO
Henry is one of our most promising kindergarten students. Why
would you ask that?

MRS. AVERY
Because of the mouth on him! That type of language isn't
condoned in any accredited school I've ever been to.
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MS. MARINO
Well, it is here, Mrs. Avery. Part of our approach is a no-
censorship rule. Children who grow up being told that words
are "bad" or "good" suffer from stunted vocabulary
development. After all, how many 6 year old kids have you
ever heard use the word "entitled" correctly in a sentence?

MRS. AVERY
(considers comment and
lightens)

I guess you've got a point.

MRS. AVERY scribbles on clipboard.

MS. MARINO
Not to mention that words never hurt anyone; sticks and
stones, as it were. Like I said, our approach is
unconventional but you'll grow to love it in short order. Let
me show you our free-play area.

MRS. AVERY and MS. MARINO walk over to free-play area
where some young students are squatting in a circle.
They are rolling dice with stacks of money on the
floor.

MS. MARINO
Here the children can engage in any activity they choose.

MRS. AVERY
Sure, but these children are just gambling. Shouldn't you be
guiding them to something more productive with their time?

MRS. AVERY writes on her clipboard.

MS. MARINO
Take a look at these kids, Mrs. Avery. Really look at them.

MRS. AVERY lowers clipboard slowly.

MS. MARINO
They have learned the rules to a complex game, organized a
group to play together, and are working through the
psychology of winning and losing through action. Once you
learn to look past your standardized test scores and rigid
curricula, you'll realize how many real-world skills these
children are actually learning.

MRS. AVERY
(embarrassed)

You're right, I apologize. Perhaps I judged too quickly. But
how do these kids have money anyway? There must be eight
hundred dollars on the ground.
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MS. MARINO
Not sure. Our students are not robots so we don't control
them. If they've got money, we're just proud they got it and
we support them in whatever they decide to do with it.

DENNIS (6y/o) stands up from dice circle and points at
a classmate, ANDY (6y/o).

DENNIS
No way, Andy, you owe me three hundred! Pay up now or I break
your legs and the interest on that loan goes up another 10%!

DENNIS walks away.

MS. MARINO
(bragging to MRS. AVERY)

Look at that, even doing math at a high-school level.
(addressing ANDY)

You better pay what you owe, Andy. Remember what happened to
Ellen when she didn't pay Dennis at the card game last week.

MS. MARINO mimes someone rolling in a wheelchair then
smiles. She gestures to MRS. AVERY to walk away with
her. MRS. AVERY is stunned.

MRS. AVERY
Jesus, he didn't really break another kid's legs, did he?

MS. MARINO
Oh no, just the left one; you know, to send a message.
Nothing prepares a child for the real world more than
learning about consequences early on. I'd rather see a child
make mistakes in class than in the real world where bad
things can happen.

MRS. AVERY
Like get both their legs broken?

MS. MARINO
Precisely! The last area I'd like to show you is the
experiment corner. Here the students have free range with a
variety of chemistry equipment; a perfect environment to
learn through trial-and-error at their own pace.

MRS. AVERY and MS. MARINO arrive at the chemistry area
where students are working at a lab table.

MRS. AVERY
Let me guess, they make meth.
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MS. MARINO
MDMA, mostly. They moved away from meth when they analyzed
the drug buying population of this neighborhood and realized
it's mostly well-to-do teenagers into electronic music. The
stuff they make here is very pure-

MS. MARINO pinches a bit of the MDMA powder and snorts
it. Her expression suggests it is good quality.

MS. MARINO
-so they can sell at high prices. It's incredible what
children can accomplish when we give them the tools and the
space to flourish on their own.

MRS. AVERY is tense and lifts clipboard to write,
waits a beat, then lowers and relaxes her posture.

MRS. AVERY
I feel like I should be appalled, but that's damn impressive.
I hate to ask because your children have demonstrated how
effective your method is, but the board does need some hard
data before they fund a new institution like yours.

MRS. AVERY looks at clipboard going down the list of
evaluation items with a pen.

MRS. AVERY
So you don't have test scores, no curricula, and no other
school like yours has ever been accredited... Ah, how about
matriculation rate? How many students go on to the first
grade?

MS. MARINO
2 percent.

MRS. AVERY
2 percent!? That's terrible.

MS. MARINO
Now, Mrs. Avery, let's remember that you're judging our
students by the traditional metrics of success: Kindergarten
graduation, ethical behavior, likelihood of not ending up in
prison. You need to think more progressively; let go of your
prior expectations and accept that these students are
learning at an incredible pace. The fact that the
overwhelming majority of them go on to use the talents
nurtured here to become child grifters is beside the point.

MRS. AVERY considers for a second.

MRS. AVERY
Well, I'd still rather see children learning real world
skills than wasting their time with multiple choice tests.
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MRS. AVERY throws clipboard on the ground.

MRS. AVERY
Congratulations Ms. Marino, you're funded! I'll write your
check right now.

MRS. AVERY pats around her pants for her wallet.

MRS. AVERY
Where's my wallet?

ANDY stands up from dice game with a wallet in his
hand.

ANDY
I'm sorry ma'am, but I need this more than you right now!

ANDY starts running off stage.

ANDY
I got your money, Dennis! Call off the hit!

Blackout.


